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Sea Sunday
On Sunday 16th July we celebrated Sea Sunday with our Seafarers.
In past years, here in Port Hedland, we have tried to run services to celebrate with and remember all Seafarers around the world. But, these
services are not always well attended as the Seafarers time on shore is limited and very precious to them. Most prefer to use the time for
some personal shopping, and more importantly, to contact loved ones at home. Not all Seafarers are Christians so some would choose not to
come for that reason too.
So, we decided to try something different this year, but what! After praying and then thinking about
how we could celebrate with the Seafarers we thought we would have a sausage sizzle and delay our
first run to the supermarket, by 30mins, allowing time for the Seafarers to fellowship with staff and to
take part in the BBQ. But we were not sure what else to do. Eventually, just over one week before
Sea Sunday. an idea formed. We would write encouragements to the Seafarers.
The idea was taken to the Church, on the Sunday prior to Sea Sunday, and the congregation was
encouraged to support us by helping write letters to the Seafarers. The Church was reminded that the
Seafarers leave loved ones behind to man the ships transporting goods of all description to ports all
round the world . In Australia some 90% of all imported goods comes in by sea; including cars, fuel,
electronics, clothing, food etc. Some visitors to the church wrote letter that day while others took
pages home to return the following week. Staff joined in, putting pen to paper to help encourage the
Seafarers. The goal was to have 120 letters to hand out, and we ended up with 113. Great!
Our Church family and staff were invited to come and join in fellowship with the Seafarers.
We were a little disappointed with Seafarer numbers on the day, but with high tide in the middle of the
day we always see less Seafarers being able to come in because of vessels movements with the
tides. Some staff and church members joined us for the BBQ and spent time with those that were
able to come ashore. We gave 3-4 letters to each Seafarer to thank them for the work they do and
the sacrifices they make in being away from home for 9 months of the year.

An example letter

We had plenty of letters, so continued to hand them out through the week till they were all gone.
It is hoped that these letters will be read over and over, as needed, to remind the Seafarers that
someone cares for them and their families. We like to think that this simple idea will become a
tradition in our Centre each
Sea Sunday, as our gift
bags are at Christmas.
Feedback: While visiting a
vessel the following week,
Garry was asked, ‘Sir, who
wrote the letter’, Garry said
one of our staff or someone
from our church. The young
Seafarer responded by
thanking Garry and telling
him, ‘when I go home I will
put it in a frame and hang
on my wall’.
Numbers were less than
expected, but it was a great
day to celebrate with
Seafarers and friends.
Seafarers with their letters of encouragement

Praise God!
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New Centre Chaplain
The baton passed
There have been several changes with our senior staff this year due to the
retirement of Allan and Maria after 6 years of service. New accounts staff have
come in for Maria, but Allan had been trying to fill 2 roles. So, after some
consideration, it was decided that rather than having one person trying to balance
dual roles it would be wiser to have 2 people to take on the roles separately.
Chris started in November as the Operations Manager, and our newest recruit
began work in July.

The new starter
Rev’d Derek McArtney has joined the team as our Centre Chaplain. As such he
will take on the oversight of the mission, with Chris taking on the management of
the operations side of the Centre. Derek has worked in the oil exploration on the
North-West shelf, has a degree in Mechanical Engineering and is an ordained
Anglican Priest.

His story
Centre Chaplain Derek McArtney

Derek was born in Trinidad, in the West Indies. His family moved to Australia
when he was 10. He has 3 brothers and 2 sisters. His father worked in oil fields, into which Derek followed for a time.
In 1981 he married Amanda. They have 4 sons. 2 of their boys are married, and earlier this year they welcomed their
first 2 grandchildren into the family.
In 1999 ‘Church Army’ ran a mission in their local church and Derek felt to move to go into ministry. In 2002 Derek
became a Church Army Officer then began studying to be ordained. Ordained in 2005 he served in Lake Grace/
Wagin, then in Mandurah, planted an Anglican church in Secret Harbour and in January 2011 he moved to Newman,
WA, where they spent six years with BCA support.
Earlier this year Derek accepted the role of Centre Chaplain here in the
Seafarers Centre. He and Amanda went on long service leave after
finishing at Newman and before taking up the new role at the Centre on
2nd of July. At this stage Derek has committed to be here 5 years, and
intends to take 6-12 months to observe and settle in before implementing
any plans or changes he may identify as being necessary to build on the
ministry of the Centre for the Seafarers.

Newsletter Name Change
There has been a slight change in the
name of our newsletter.
There is another Seafarers Centre’s
newsletter known as ‘Ship to Shore’,
that has been published for some time.
I’m not sure how we came to choose this
name, but maybe someone had seen
the other newsletter and the name
stuck in their mind.
So, we have decided it is prudent to
change our name so as not to clash with
or cause other issues because of having
the same name.

Meet our Staff: Kathy P
Kathy started here as one
of our bus drivers. She is
also a tour guide and has
recently taken up another
role as a Shift Supervisor.
Kathy was born
and raised in
Geraldton, WA.
She travelled
and backpacked
across America
and Canada
before meeting
her husband Marc while
working in the Gascoyne
Region. They have been
married 18 years and have
2 daughters, Bonnie 15 &
Jamie 11. The family has

Monthly Figures

travelled, through WA and
the NT, due to work within
the mining industry.
They moved to Port
Hedland in 2016, when
Marc was
offered a
position at the
new Roy Hill
Project.
Kathy loves
working at the
Seafarers
Centre.
Kathy says, “I have been
quoted as saying, ’I would
never live in Port Hedland’.
Now I do & I have to say ’I
love it’

A Busy Season

Jul

Aug

LAUNCH

2481

2313

2492

PORT AUTHORITY

213

160

125

CREW TXFR

13

78

45

TOTAL SEAFARERS

2707

2551

2662

VISITORS

394

592

742

SHIP/PASTORAL VISITS
BY CHAPLAINS

37

26

27

SHOPPING CENTRE BUS

2270

2321

2400

FMG TOURS

10

123

125

HARBOUR TOURS

659

1282

1147

next year. Another bus tour group have just had their
first experience with us and are looking at having 6 or 7
tours next year.

We were hoping for a busy tourist season this year. It
looked likely as early travelers started rolling into town
as early as April.

FMG tours have been down this year as several of our
guides/driver have left since last season. This meant
we only ran Fortescue tours twice a week rather than
three times. We do have some possible new recruits, in
mind, looking forward to next years season.

But, those early tourist numbers were up and down
compared to previous years. From early May, though,
we saw numbers increase steadily.

The main tourists months, May-Sept have all proved
busy with increased numbers of guests joining us on
Harbour tours.

To coincide with the tourist season we invested in
some new souvenir items which proved popular with
our tour guests. As the season wains we will now focus
on getting some different souvenirs for the Seafarers.

Over the months of July and August we have had
some very busy days. On 30 of those days we ran
2 Harbour Tours, on 8 days
we had 3 tours and on 2
occasions we ran 4 for the
day. On all the other day
there was one Harbour tour
This year we had a bus
company add the Harbour
tour to their itinerary. We ran
12 tours for 22-24 guests. We
expect this will happen again
Port Hedland Seafarers Centre
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The Seafarers Life

Injured Seafarer
Earlier this month an Agent sent to Garry a message requesting him to visit an injured Seafarer
at the hospital.
Mark is a 26 year old Filipino Seafarer who supports his siblings back in the Philippines.
While the vessel was tying up he was hit by the mooring line and it became entangled round his
leg and was dragging him off the vessel. Thankfully he and the Boson had been repairing the
lines only days before and the quick thinking Boson remembered a knife they were using was
still close by. He grabbed the knife and cut the messenger line, freeing his crewmate.
For Garry, memories flooded back to Mahesh who lost his lower leg in a similar incident several
years ago.
Mark, however, can consider himself blessed. He suffered rib cartilage damage, and tendon and
soft tissue damage to his legs. He was able to be fly home on a commercial flight just days later,
though, still very sore. He had to manage crutches with his sore ribs, and get on and off several
flights to get home. He made it home in good time and is now spending time recovering.

‘The happiest time in a Seafarers life..’

Cadet Pack Well Received
Garry visited a vessel with 21 Filipino crew with a Greek Captain. He asked if there were any
Cadets on board. An Engine Cadet was called and Garry was able to pass on a Cadet Pack.
The young Cadet told Garry he has a 4mth old daughter but he had not held her yet. He is 25
and he and his girlfriend are not married. He also joined the 4/E to say ’Hello’ to his wife on
Skype. Garry left fridge Magnets and some Bibles for the crew.

Working Together
On board another vessel with 2 Korean and 19 Filipino crew. Garry was in the galley and caught
up with the Mess man and to meet the new Chief Cook. He knew from a previous visit that
themes man had a wife and 7yo son, but they had lost their second child. The C/C was busy
helping the mess man by doing the washing up. He said they both help each other with the
duties in the galley. The C/C said he works 7 days a week for 9 months.

Contact Us:
Port Hedland Seafarers
Centre
Cnr Wedge & Wilson Streets,
Port Hedland . WA . 6721
(08) 9173 1315

Email:
Happy Seafarers

admin@phseafarers.org

There were 4 new crew signing on to a vessel. There was 2 Japanese and 19 Filipino crew on
board. Garry gifted a Deck Cadet a Cadet Pack, and as always he thought it was Christmas.
He also passed on Fridge Magnets, Tagalog and English Bibles. The Mess man offer one of the
quotes of the year, saying, ‘the happiest time in a Seafarers life, is when he is going home’.

Visit us on the web at
www.phseafarers.org

Find us on Facebook:

Well said. God bless

port.hedland.seafarers.centre
Chaplain Garry.

or
Port Hedland Seafarers
Centre Tours
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